Tennyson Basketball Protest

Tennyson has protested the results on the boys’ varsity basketball game played against San Lorenzo on Friday, January 30.

I have first developed a timeline.
Timeline
1. 1/30 – Tennyson and San Lorenzo played a boys’ varsity basketball game. 
2. 2/2 - Tennyson Principal wrote to San Lorenzo Principal Brock Ahrens, asking for collaborative resolution of a scoring error. Document # 1
3. 2/2 - Commissioner Kiesel followed up with an email to Principal Ahrens. Document # 2
4. 2/2 - San Lorenzo AD Seana Flowers responded, indicating that the San Lorenzo athletic administration would “find a time” to discuss the matter with Tennyson.  Document # 3
5. 2/2 - The Tennyson AD became involved with a protest timing question. Document # 4
6. 2/2 - Commissioner Kiesel responded with specific language from the WACC Constitution and Bylaws. Document # 5
7. 2/2 - S LZ AD Flowers reported actions that would be taken by San Lorenzo. Document # 6
8. 2/2 - Tennyson Principal Estrada follows up with a formal protest. Document # 7 
9. 2/4 – Commissioner Kiesel follows up with the two schools – Document # 8
10. 2/4 – AD Sagapolu follows-up, expressing hope that the two schools will find a resolution and reporting that no response has ben received from the S LZ principal – Document # 9
11. 2/4 – AD Flowers responds that, after review, their home book is correct. In addition she reports that Tennyson had changed the score in MaxPreps. AD Sagapolu reports that the MaxPreps score will be changed back – Document # 10 
12. 2/4 – Principal Estrada formally protests the game results - Document # 11
13. 2/5 – Commissioner Kiesel notifies all that Tennyson has formally protested the game. Document # 12
14. 2/5 – AD Sagapolu again reaches out to AD Flowers – Document # 13
15. 2/5 – AD Flowers responds – Document # 14
16. 2/5 – Commissioner Kiesel reaches out to AD Flowers – Document # 15
17. 2/5 – AD Flowers responds – Document # 16
18. 2/6 – AD Sagapolu responds – Document # 17
19. 2/6 – Principal Estrada and AD Sagapolu respond – Document # 18
20. 2/6 – Commissioner Kiesel asks for help from WACC Board President Walton with copies to Principal Estrada and Principal Ahrens Document # 19
21. 2/6 – San Lorenzo AD Jaja Atenra responds – Document # 20
22. 2/6 – Board President Walton reports on her phone conversations. Document # 21
23. 2/6 – AD Flowers sends some AI-generated documents on when protests are allowed.
24. 2/7 – Commissioner Kiesel contacts the NCS for specifics on basketball game protests and the NCS responds. Document # 22

Documentation
		Document # 23 – Scorebook/Game Information from AD Sagapolu
		Document # 24 – Scorebook/Game Information from Coach Holmes
		Document # 25 – more Scorebook/Game Information from Coach Holmes
		Document # 26 – Scorebook/Game Information from Coach Merchant
		Document # 27 – Scorebook Game information from Tennyson scorekeeper
		Document # 28 – Report from Referee Frank West
		Document # 29 – Report from Referee Anthony Solis

Some Interim Conclusions
1. Tennyson has meet WACC protest timelines.
2. San Lorenzo has no one available to review game film.
3. The California Interscholastic Federation makes school principals responsible for athletic decisions at their school. I have received no communication from San Lorenzo Principal Ahrens.
4. Game film shows possible incorrect scorebook entries. 
5. Game officials were willing to, and did, correct the book when potential errors were pointed out to them.
6. Much of the information sent to me is irrelevant to the “protest” about the score of the game but is included in this report as it might be relevant at any next level of protest.
7. AI-generated documents are not useful in this issue and I have ignored them. 
8. I have tried to include all relevant information. I have left out some duplicate emails; off-the-topic emails. In addition, I tried to ensure that any documentation did not roll over to the next page and therefore cut off some titles of some of those involved.
9. I am very uncomfortable with my decision. 

Decision
	I deny Tennyson’s protest. I do not have the authority to override NFHS rulebook language disallowing protests in high school basketball. Correcting a scorebook during a game is not a protest. Working with officials and opposing coaches collaboratively and ensuring that a scorebook is accurate at the conclusion of the game is not a protest. Waiting 48 hours after the conclusion of a game and then challenging the results of the game is a protest.
		
	

