WEST ALAMEDA COUNTY CONFERENCE
MINUTES – February 13, 2026 – Tennyson Protest Hearing Committee - Zoomed
Present (at 3:04):
	Chairman: Wright
	Hearing Officers: Barloga, Barrett, and Evans
	Appellant: Estrada
	Defendant: Absent
	Recorded: Kiesel
	Others: Sagapolu
Mt. Eden Administrator William Wright, chair of the meeting, called the meeting to order at 3:04

Those present on ZOOM introduced themselves
Commissioner Kiesel reviewed the 3-page timeline and documentation

Principal Estrada gave an opening statement, the passed the floor to AD Sagapolu, who began to review alleged scorebookkeeping errors.
	     NOTE: While this was happening, Commissioner Kiesel called Brockton Ahrens, Principal of San Lorenzo. Principal Ahrens indicated that San Lorenzo was having trouble joining ZOOM. Commissioner Kiesel then interrupted AD Sagapolu in the middle of her presentation and indicated to Chairman Wright that San Lorenzo had indicated an inability to join the ZOOM meeting. The ZOOM meeting was then suspended for approximately ½ hour until, ultimately, a new “Google Invite” was disseminated to all, and the entire hearing began again from the beginning at 3:40. 

At 3:40 therefore:
Present (at 3:40):
	Chairman: Wright
	Hearing Officers: Barloga, Barrett, and Evans
	Appellant: Estrada
	Defendant: Ahrens
	Recorded: Kiesel
	Others: Sagapolu

Mt. Eden Administrator William Wright, chair of the meeting, called the meeting to order at 3:04

Principal Estrada gave an opening statement, the passed the floor to AD Sagapolu, who began to review alleged scorebookkeeping errors. Specific scorekeeping errors, timestamped, were pointed out to hearing officers.

Principal Ahrens gave an opening statement. He indicated that this committee did not have the authority to change a game score. 

Principal Estrada gave a brief rebuttal

Principal Ahrens presented a closing statement

Principal Estrada presented a closing statement 

Hearing committee members asked questions of those present; most questions revolving around:
     Do we want to/have the authority to set precedents in this area?
     What’s our responsibility in ensuring that athletic scores are correct?
 
The hearing committee members began a “Deliberation and Decision” phase. They also continued to have some questions of hearing attendees. They then reached a consensus decision:
      Consensus Agreement among the Three Hearing Officers
“Representatives from the two involved schools shall meet on Saturday, February 14 before 4:00 pm. A neutral 3rd party shall also attend the meeting. The goal of the meeting is to ensure that the game score in the scorebook matches the score after a review of game film. Film review attendees shall work together to reach an agreement on a final score. If an agreement can’t be reached, then the decision of the league commissioner made on Monday, 2/9 shall stand. 
     NOTE: Commissioner Kiesel agreed to be the neutral 3rd party.

The two involved schools agreed to meet at 9:00 am on Saturday, February 14.
*****
MINUTES – February 14, 2026 – Tennyson Protest Hearing SubCommittee
Present (at 9:00):
	Tennyson Representative Triviso
	Neutral Representative Kiesel
	Tennyson Head Coach Holmes
Absent: 
	San Lorenzo

     NOTE: at Approximately 9:10 am, Commissioner Kiesel called Principal Ahrens to ask when a San Lorenzo representative would arrive at the hearing – left a message.
	At 9:16, Principal Ahrens sent the following text to Commissioner Kiesel
		“Good Morning Sir - I sent you an email
		I will not be attending today’s meeting.
		Thank You, Brock
	At 9:17 I replied
		“Will S LZ have a representative?”
	At 9:18 Principal Ahrens replied
		“We will not having (sic) anybody attending today’s meeting. 
		Please refer to email email (sic) sent? 
		Thank You” 

NOTE: I was not receiving emails at Tennyson. When I returned to the office at approximately 11:30, I read the following email that had been sent at 8:30 am that morning.
	“Dear, David Kiesel, WACC Commissioner
I appreciate the recommendation of the protest committee and the opportunity to provide input regarding the basketball game Friday, January 30 - Tennyson vs. San Lorenzo.
The protest has already been reviewed and denied by the league. A principals meeting will not change that outcome. Both teams have qualified for the playoffs, and San Lorenzo has secured the league conference title. There is nothing at stake that warrants further action beyond the committee’s recommendation.
The committee was appointed to make a decision, and I trust that responsibility rests appropriately with its members.
Additionally, I will not open the door to games being overturned based on video review several days after competition. I do not have the authority or jurisdiction to override a head referee’s final decision, nor do I wish to set a precedent for our league or the State of California that would allow such action. The head referee was properly assigned, confirmed the final score with his initials, and documented the official end time of the game thereby affirming agreement with the final result.
As referenced in NFHS Basketball Rule Book Article 11 (2025- 2026), any exceptions or concerns regarding scoring must be brought to the referee prior to the finalization of the game score and the referee’s initials.
Thank you again for the opportunity to share my perspective. Therefore, I will not be attending any further meetings regarding film review of this game.
Respectfully,
Brock Ahrens

At 9:20, I began the hearing and read the following “unapproved” minutes from the hearing committee:
““Representatives from the two involved schools shall meet on Saturday, February 14 before 4:00 pm. A neutral 3rd party shall also attend the meeting. The goal of the meeting is to ensure that the game score in the scorebook matches the score after a review of game film. Film review attendees shall work together to reach an agreement on a final score. If an agreement can’t be reached, then the decision of the league commissioner made on Monday, 2/9 shall stand. 

I then instructed Coach Holmes to begin running the tape of the game. This took approximately 2 hours. Tennyson representative Triviso and I reviewed the tape, asking that it be stopped, rewound, reseen on several occasions. We had no access to the San Lorenzo officials scorebook as it has not be placed into evidence. Essentially, we used the scoreboard as the San Lorenzo scorebook. Scoreboard concerns/errors were noted at the following Huddl timestamps:
12:13
	32.37
	42;22
	48:39
	57:38
	1 5:14
	1 11:03
	1 18:05
	1 23:18 and the tape was rewound/reviewed at these spots several times

Film review attendees Treviso and Kiesel agreed that the final score was 80-79 in favor of Tennyson. I counted nine specific instances where the scoreboard changed scores when it shouldn't have; five of those appeared to be corrected within seconds of the error; two others were eventually corrected. Two remain uncorrected. I do not know whether the home book and the scoreboard keeper were communicating with each other but at the end of the game both the home scorebook and the scoreboard had an incorrect 82-80 score. 

There was agreement between Ms. Triviso and Mr. Kiesel that the final score was Tennyson 80 and San Lorenzo 78.

I returned to the office, collected my notes and attempted to call NCS Commissioner Cruickshank and NCS Associate Commissioner Niemi to notify them of the revised results of the game – I left both phone messages. I received returned phone calls from both and finally connected with Commissioner Cruickshank shortly after noon. Commissioner Cruickshank indicated that the NCS would like written confirmation of the results of the game.

At approximately 2 pm on Saturday afternoon, I sent out the following email, notifying the NCS and others of the decision of the hearing subcommittee:
TO:
     Hearing Officers: Barrett, Barloga, and Evans
     Involved Principals: Ahrens and Estrada
     Involved AD's: Flowers and sagapolu
     NCS Administrators: Cruickshank and Niemi 
     Tennyson Representative at the Saturday tape review: Treviso

FROM: Dave Kiesel, WACC Commissioner

RE: Results of the Tennyson vs San Lorenzo boys' varsity basketball game on January 30.

The winner of the above referenced game is Tennyson by a score of 80-79. A formal set of minutes for the Friday, 2/13 hearing and the Saturday, 2/14 film review should be completed by Tuesday evening but because of the NCS entry and seeding timeline, I am posting the decision now. 

David R Kiesel


 





 




 


