BADMINTON – 6/10/2026 WACC Board approval 
 
2700. The USBA Rule Book, as modified by the CIF, the NCS and the WACC shall be the official badminton rules of the WACC. 
 
2701. The official shuttlecock for WACC play will be the one adopted by the NCS. 
 
2702. A contest will consist of three matches in each of the five divisions; boys’ singles,  girls’ singles, boys’ doubles, girls’ doubles, and mixed doubles; a total of 15 matches. Participants may compete in only one division on any given day. 
 
2703. Regarding the conduct of matches: 
 
2703.1 	Matches in which the opponent school cannot provide (a) competitor(s) will be   	 	declared forfeit. Participants shall play in rank order in each division. Before the   	 	first league contest, schools shall conduct a series of challenge matches and shall   	have developed a boys’ singles’ “badminton ladder” and a girls’ singles   	“badminton ladder” ranking every player on the team according to his/her   	ability. The ladder shall be dated and a copy given to the school’s A.D. 
 
Schools must conduct supervised challenge matches on a regular basis. Challenge match results from a Monday-Saturday time period shall take effect the following Monday and a new dated ladder shall be given to the A.D.  At each league contest the students playing at # 1 boys’ singles and at # 1 girls’ singles must be ranked higher on the current ladder than the player at # 2 singles; the students playing at # 2 singles must be ranked higher on the current ladder than the player at # 3 singles. 
 
 	 	 	The nine doubles teams may be created using any combination of the remaining  	 	 	players on the team. Doubles teams are ranked for league contests based on the  	 	 	singles ladder; the doubles team with the highest ranked singles player shall play  	 	 	at # 1 doubles in each of the three classifications. If two mixed doubles teams
 	 		have players tied for the highest rank, the rank of the second player on each
 			team shall be used to seed the teams.  
 
 	 	 	If a school has an established boys’ doubles ladder, an established girls’ doubles  	 	 	ladder, and/or an established mixed doubles ladder based on doubles challenge  	 	 	matches on file with the school’s A.D., that ladder shall be used for ranking  	 	 	doubles teams for league contests.  
 
 	 	 	Lineups may change from one match to the next provided that the above ladder  	 	 	rules are followed. 
 
2703.2 	Coaches are to exchange line-ups five minutes before each match. Line-ups must include first and last names. Questions about line-ups are to be resolved by the mutual consent of the coaches prior to the beginning of the match. 
 
2703.3 	Players failing to report within five minutes after the match has been announced   	 	shall default their match to their opponents. 
 
2703.4 	Whenever a tie occurs in a match, each school shall receive credit for ½ match   	 	won and ½ match lost.  
 
2703.5 	Ground rules shall be explained by the host school prior to the beginning of the   	 	match. The sequence of play and the number of courts used shall be determined   	 	by the host school. “Lets” shall be called when the bird hits any part of the   	 	basketball standards or anything hanging below the basketball standards within   	 	the court of play. 
 
2703.6 	The school uniform shirt top shall be worn at all times for varsity matches. The  	 	individual match shall be declared a forfeit for non-compliance. Badminton tops  	 	must be a contrasting color from the NCS-approved shuttlecock. 
 
2703.7 	Coaching players during a match is permitted following USBA and NCS rules. If coaching occurs on the court, teams shall be limited to two coaches at any given time. Coaching may only be done by certified coaches or uniformed players.  
 
	      2703.8 	Only coaches may serve as service judges. 
 
2704. The league standings shall be determined by the win-loss team records. The teams with  the greatest number of league victories shall be the league champions. If two or more 
	  	 	teams are tied, they shall be co-champions. 
 
2705. The home school shall decide the starting time of league contests. 
 
2706. The suggested date for the postseason meeting shall be the Wednesday preceding the Thursday/Saturday league tournament at the site of the school hosting the tournament. 
 
2707. Regarding the Selection of the All-League Teams: 
 
2701.1 Each school may nominate up to two singles players in each of the two singles’ classifications and up to four doubles’ players in each of the three doubles’ classifications. Coaches shall submit their nominations using the league’s website. 
 
2701.2 From among the nominees listed on the ballot, coaches shall select a boys’ 
“Player of the Year” and a girls’ “Player of the Year.” NOTE: If a selected POTY is part of a doubles’ team nomination, the partner of the POTY shall automatically also be placed on the all-league first team.” 
 
2701.3 Sixteen players shall then be selected to the WACC All-League teams by a vote of the coaches, including two boys’ singles players, two girls’ singles players, four boys; doubles players, four girls’ doubles players, and four players (two boys/two girls) who participated in mixed doubles. 
 
2707.2 Coaches shall cast 16 votes; two boys’ singles players, two girls’ singles players, four boys who played boys’ doubles for more than half of the league season, four girls who played girls’ doubles for more than half of the league season, and two boys and two girls who played mixed doubles for more than half of the league season. Doubles nominations are made as teams, not individuals. Coaches may not vote for any of their own players or teams. The top two singles’ players in each of the two classifications and the top four individuals 
who played in each of the three doubles classifications shall receive All-League honors. Ties shall be voted off; coaches of the involved players shall not vote. The “Players-of-the-Year” (and, if necessary, the doubles partner of a POTY), shall then be added to the all-league team. 
 
2707.3 Coaches shall attend the meeting. A coach who does not attend the meeting, send a substitute, or make arrangements with the league commissioner to vote may not nominate his/her players for all-league honors. 
 
 	      2704.5 	Each school is allowed two players on the “Honorable Mention” list.  
 
2708. Regarding the WACC NCS Qualifying Tournaments: 	 
 
2708.1 	There shall be five divisions of competition; boys’ and girls’ singles, boys’ and girls’ doubles and mixed doubles. Each school is allowed two entrants in each of the five divisions. Coaches shall seed the top four entrants in a 16-bracket tournament and the top two entrants in an eight-bracket tournament in each of the five classifications at the postseason meeting. The remaining spots in each of the brackets shall be randomly drawn, ensuring that players/teams from the same school are put in opposite brackets 
 
27-8.2 	The North Coast Section (NCS) puts schools in either a D I division or a D II division. The WACC shall conduct a D I tournament for NCS D I schools and a D II tournament for NCS D II schools. If more than four WACC schools compete at the D I or D II level, the WACC shall conduct a 16-bracket tournament. If four or fewer schools compete at the D I or D II levels, the WACC shall conduct an 8-bracket tournament. 
 
2708.3 The tournaments will be conducted in two days. The order of play shall be the same as used by the NCS in the sectional badminton tournament. Studentathletes may be entered in only one classification. “Two out of three, rally scoring to 21, must win by two points until 30 points is reached” shall be the formats used. Losers to semi-finalists will enter the consolation bracket. 
 
2708.4 There shall be a jury of appeals, consisting of the host coach and the two other  	 senior-most coaches. That list shall be compiled at the preseason meeting. 




2709 Regarding NCS Team Tournament Entries

The WACC’s representatives to the NCS DI and NCS D II team badminton  tournaments shall be the highest ranked D I and D II teams in the Foothill League. If there are no D I or D II teams in the Foothill League, the highest ranked Shoreline team shall be our rep. If there is a tie for any place between two teams in the same NCS division, the WACC’s NCS representative(s) will be determined by the following prioritized steps:

2709.1	The records of the teams within the tie against each other.
 
2709.2 	The records of the teams within the tie against the team(s) above them in the league
 		standings, starting with the first place team

2709.3	The number of individual matches won between the teams in the tie.

2709.4	If at any time in the above steps a team is eliminated from the tie, but a tie still exists
 		(started with a three-way tie for example), the progression starts once again with 2709.1
 		and continues until the tie is broken.

2709.5 A draw from a hat by the league’s athletic directors
 
  
 
